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Mill pond cleanup only a start 
River deserves a 
continued attack 
on PCBs 
BY CHARLES MEHME. DVM 

N urraUltueiiroeress is oc
curring on tiw Allied 
PE^Mr/PortaeB Credc/KalA-
masQO River Supa&nd Site. 

Tiiaaks to a very active and In-
([^infid puUk, and much iiazd wock 
on the part of die Michigan Depoft-
metit of Enviranmental Quality 
(MIffiQ) and the EnvinxmiQatal Pro
tection Agency (EPA) we are finally 
getting nady to dean up this aite, 

TheEPAhasdoneastenarj ' 
cteaning up Bryant Mm P a ^ the 

'soiffoeot PCBsCEffthest upstream 
(PiCBsare polyqhlonnated biphenyls 

VIEWPOINT 
which were a waste byproduct of 
the local paper miUs ftom the mid 
1990s to the eaily 19708), notonly 
staying under budg^iaid on sched
ule bat also accee(tiiii&i»amised 
deaniQ) criteria, TM'cleanup of 
Bryant MiHPcpd^utd be usetfas . 
a model ior tectmigge fi>r cleanup of 
the rest of ttie rivecas well as ftkr 
the hiring of local WDifcers. 

Only 4004)00 poundfi cf PCBs to 
go! The Kalamazoo River Superfund 
site, consisting of 80 river miles and 
a lot of PCBs, should be an excellent 
long-term envHoyment opportunity 
for people cf the Kalamazoo River 
watershed. 

Another sign of piogress is the 
formulation of cleanup levels for 
this site: 0.12 parts perinUlion 
(ppm) of PCBs in the ^diments or 
soils that come in contact with 

Charle* Mahne 

water and are ' 
subject to erosion 
or flooding an(|l 
0.7 ppm,iQr the' 
soils that are sta
ble, high, and (by 

lliese levels are 
the bate mini-'. 
mum needed-to; 
ptotectthelotig-
andshort-termi 
hpalthof bothhu-
mans and the emnromnent The 
EPA anid AtDEtJl together derived 
these levels fcasn mink studies on 
this site done b^ MDE^ MDEQ 
b a s ^ this Qeld work cm mink stud-
ies done by Dr. J c to Geisy's lab at 
Michigai) Statejuniversity 

The Geid studies agree with the 
labcuratory 8tu(^s, and they both 
agree with the samples that I have 
pulled on bald Ragles, great horned 
owl»,.redtailed hawks, great Uxie 

beraas,redwii^bladd)ird»^robins. ' 
aiid.yeQowwBuiUB^^haye,more > 
thanenou^diitatoiwitieaiifitic T' 
cleanuplNel9.| • •••''•; '• ^i' 

There areHJp^ tnnjKDUrana h ( ^ 

Fnotien) ntuiiba:.o(neis that westiIl' 
dQ xvotbaviQ ̂ u n i ^ dabi t ( v k ^ ^ 
^ trdftextmt jof PCfiŝ  dn ttiis j ^ 

: e'gy^j^llyjtJwyr.ake A Q B ^ down / 

paperirwmiaBiipiyfMc^^ 
thiis s i t e ^ net w a 0 jba w^ 

would thm slow tb^.piipcesft.'̂ lDi^ ' 
byttfferingriificcflopsfaiTU^iBg,:'::. 
tdans (which Jdiiey- are doing iibw) Or 
slow down the paparjniDik.::.. 

.The taper otnapames' .ô U9rgt>r 
; tion is to'go pcd^acal andldbi^ Giov< 
' emor Eng le r to^p iiion titds site. 
B'-duit happeiu everything; obuld. 
M l apart Raaetnbertb^ big. 

nwhey'tidka Iqiidlty In an "ideal'* 
/iwnM,JBCod8CMPce shiCRdddrive 
vtbtt (Oe^illtlmt fh^^iirMlchlgan 
.•jJid'thfepobUegrtRds^tetbe ever vigl-
;,I(int0r )|ia>Sine'aipoUtj^ best 
citff?fer1tlioltti<^xU^^ is lettetv 

•. £ i^ai : t i»^i i i i^^:Mt^^ tiie gover^ 

:^i«>«*_ 
jQitt&tip «brii'aa'fhiG; iJOt̂  not 
i h i ^ JS imvn iH sî atê dr ilederal 
)p^abBfli^jB beii)gi>aia'6>r by the po-

iteijtlaliy/pspoQsib^ 
I ;î (iauld ba This is'bti^^rly^ and she 
' ;has'iCQtiie.a long waysinoe the i9S0s 
; r i ^ IdeoiL It,lS'nbw-.tii^^ bring 
iherjbetdttiilptoivliQr^^ should 
1 ^ as. t h ^ ' c l ^ l e K t n y e ^ southern 

^Let tti^ciie^VQi be0h! 

•^aiidiaaiehafithsia^i^eirea. 
' • '>^*wf t fe. ' f • ••'/. 
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plan set 
on Bryant 
Mm Pond 
Allied Faper vnUpay 
up to S5,5 million 
to move amtamiTUited soil 
from rOTta/^ Creek 
to a^acent iaiu^ilL 

BYI 
KALAMAZOO (JAZETTE 

Almost 20 yean after PCBa weic 
first fiaund in fbt tanner Brjaoc 
Mm Pond in Kahonazoo, a plan 
fi&aBy bas been apEKoved to dean, 
iqi the site, wfaicfa i3 ttie most cont' 
aminated sectiaa.of the Kala
mazoo River and Penage Creek in 
Ea]amaaooCoun(y 

FCEMaintBd sediments wiD be 
du£ np begfjAlDc BfiQtt fflrtoc sud 
biojed in an adjacent landfilL 
under an agreemsit amiaaBeed 
Fdday by the Epvlrunmegtal 
ftutection AflencK tba MV'T'̂ -'" 
Department f£ EuifUcuiiiental 
Qulity and' nepicsentstives of 
Allied fiaper beyHM Bbtdin^ 

Under the agrcenevt. Allied 
ftper win pay np to SSLS miUkn. to 
have seduaails Hum. about 22 aacs 
m Poraee Greek and the aiQacent 
flood piahi mowed to alaacUIIloit 
hitler gitNind on Uw Sl«scTe stCL 

An landGDs cn ttie site, kxatod 
Sond>of Aloott Street-and east of 
dOEcdick Stieet in Kal 
would tben-lihEiy be covend to 
iBep xsjm and """V'ng snow ftooi 
scepiog iolD file PCBcootmlDSt-' 
ed day and BGttlBC taitD'^36 cicek. 

'If s a win-win-wia whtetimn.* 
saidSoottConidiusaraeMDBQ 
Supeiftoid Divlslatt, who baa been 
oveiMeine wQtk cn tbe Scpetfimd 
sie fin-the staia *t>iir goal is to cut 
ccr all aoutoaaof PCBs upstnora 
and mozk our way down, rm vety 
l̂ ippy tfaa msr tUngs tt« working 
out" 

An EPA cnntrarinr who exant 
ined fte site twriipr- Una warmmetr 

hacl tGcammended esrsratlng t 9 

Plesae seo CUmOf^ A2 

SIS CONSULTANTS 
SIS CONSULTANTS —» NOltlHBSOOK 
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jf ermanent solution is cheaper 
for PCBs in Bryant millpond 
•YCHAIl|IJaiJ.MBHNt .; 

Once again U Is time to write on the Kalamasoo 
Rlver/Allled Paper Sup^ftind Slt«. At the head of 
this site la the still active PCBpoDutlng Bryant Mill 
Pond, the property of Allied Paper. Both EPA «nd 
MDEQ (fbnnerly MONR) have loiown fbr 40 year* of 
this lUwal activity. 

lluuiks to the aggreealve action of, avr County 
CommtMloner Mary Powen, Kalunazbo Environ-
raental Council Chairperson Judy Mayo. Kalama
zoo Klver Remedial Action Plan ChairperMn Bob 
Beck, Kalamazoo River Protection Aaaoclatlon 
Chalrpenon Dayle Harrison and scores of local peo
ple this problem may f i n ^ get solved. 

In a draft doctmient released Sept. 2. EPA pro
poses « permanent sohttion to this sit», namely 
removal of the PCB and placing it in the lagoons on 
site, stabilizing and capping these same lagoona. As 
It has been declared an Inunlnent and aubetantial 
threat to both human and environmental healUi, the 
EPA has moved forwnrd on the cleanup of ilila site. 

Regrettably the EPA is only willing to push an 
interim (temporary) cleanup/atabUizatlon at thla 
time with option on a permanent cleanup If AUlod 
Paper so desires. Wednesday, EPA. MDEQ. AUlad 
Paper's repreMntative Blasland Bouck And U e 
(BB&L) will have a closed meeting on thi» drift 
doeuHMttt 

If thla group so chooses. Allied Paper can go with 
the permanent option EPA is recommending or an 
interim stobllittticin In place and come back later 
fbr a more permanent cleanup. 

The interim option will cost appraxintately 
S3SO,ooo to set up and an annual malntenanoe cost of 
t27o )̂00 according to EPA. plus a large amount of 
money to lawyers and oonsultaata to fight 00* tha 
weQ-organlzed public outcry that will follow. In 15 

VlilHEOIMT 

years this cost will amount to ov^ $4 million plus 
consultants and lawyer fees. 

The cleanup that EPA wants win cost |S,6 million 
to set up. no additional charges for lawyers and con̂  
sultants, and no public outcry. Both options will 
require otu»ite water monitoring, both options will 
be paid for by Allied Paper. 

The EPA-backed option will withstand a lOO year 
flood event because by law it will be located out of 
the 100 year flood plain; The interim option would 
probably not withstand a SO year or 2S year flood 
event because it Is located in the annual flood plain. 

Gosh, fills is a no brainerl The EPA permanent 
option is cheaper after about 12 to 15 years and will 
do the job. The inteiini option is more expensive 
after 15 years or the first major flood down Portage 
Creek, whichever comes first and does not protect 
human or environmsntal health e0Betlvely. 

Please, Allied I^per, do not make the oonsulfonts 
and lawyers rich. Do the smart thing and choose the 

Srmanent cleanup that EPA ts recommending. Al-
d P^per, you have the eQuipmant on site to han* 

dl« the jPCBa and do tha landfill. You would even 
have public supporti 

So AUlad Paper, this is your chance to prove to us 
what a good corporate dtiien you are and remove 
tha PCBs. place them tn a appropriate landfill on 
site, cap It and monitor our precious groundwater. 

Thia would be a great beginning of the cleanup of 
the Kalamazoo River. Thank you (br your time and 
consideration. 

CHARLES J. MEHNE \s a ttaUufHuooutttrittarkut. 

elcomes short, to the point, Letters 
iny timely, Intereating and provoce-

nttts. TViey must be signed with a 
1 include address and daytime tele-
if space limitations, letters should be 
aubjact to editing. Send to Letters to 

azette, P.O. Box 2007. Kelama/oo, Ml. 
addressed to Letter* to the Editor at 
to kgfettera@eol.com via e-mail. This a-

jrs and viewpoint articles only. 
ome the property of the Kalamazoo Ga-
retiirned; submissions may be edited and 

otherwise re-used in any m«dium. 
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By Garry 
Trudeau 
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Kalamazoo Gazette 
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EPA wants to excavate up to 100,000 yards 
of soil and seal it in a landfill on the property 
BY BILL KRASEAN 
KALAMAZOO GAZETTE 

BRYANT MILL POND 

Federal officials are recommend
ing excavating up to 100,000 cubic 
yards of PCB-contaminated sods 
at the former Bryant Mill Pond m 
Kalamazoo and sealing the mdteri 
als in a landfill on the same prop
erty 

The project, which could C(>St up 
to $3.57 million, is one of five 
cleanup options being considered 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency ' 

The alternatives are summa
rized in a report to be discussed 
next week by the EPA, Michigan 
Department of Enyironnlentql 
. Quality and representatives of the 
paper companies which con
tributed to contamination, of 
Portage Creek and the KalamaSKX) 
River 

Soils tainted with polychlorinat
ed biphenyls have eroded firom the 
Bryant Mill site into Portage 
Creek, EPA officials said, and into 
the Kalamazoo River and Lake 
Michigan. ' •.•••'• ;̂! 

Bryant Mill Pond, now draliied, 
is part of a 35-mile zone of contain-
Ination that is on a federal 
Superfimd priority list of contami
nated sites. 

Bryant Mill Pond, south of 
Alcott Street and east of Burdick 
Street, is considered the most cont
aminated portion of the Superfimd 
site. 

EPA officials said PCB residues 
iiave been found on about 22 acres, 
reaching a depth of about 6 feet 

Surface soils on the site have 
PCB concentrations of at least 175 
parts per million while sediments 

QAZETTg 

downstream fl:om the Bryant Mill 
dam exceed 500 parts per mUUon, 
according to the EPA. 

Bryant MiU is now part of Allied 
Paper Inc./HM Holdings, one of 
four paper companies identified as 
having contributed to pollution in 
the Superfund site. 

The others are Georgia-Pacific 
Corp., Simpson Paper Co. and 
James River Corp. The four are 
sharing study costs - now totaling 
more than $10 million - for the 
Superfimd sita 

Bryant Mill made paper and 
recycled waste paper fbr about 94 
years at the Kalamazoo site. 

As early as the 1950s, state ofB-
cials worried about paper compa
ny discharges into the Kalamazoo 
River In 1951, the Michigan Water 
Resources Commi^ion set rules 

Please see BRYIUfr, A2 

continued 
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From Page A l 

restricting what could be dis
charged by Allied Paper, stipula
tions the company violated those 
guidelines in 1953.1956.1961.1964, 
1967 and 1968. according to state 
records. 

,:. The EPA said Allied in the 1950s 
,,'iqay have daily discharged up to 
.166,000 pounds of clay paper 
.wastes, which contained PCBs. 
î> PCBs at the site, according tO the 
. ̂ A report, are likely confined to 
the clay near the surflace and do 
not appear to be settling where 

'.̂ they may threaten grotmdwater 
6iq>plies. 
• '̂•They consider the site, howevei; 
tin. "imminent and substantial 
Ihrsat to human health and the 
envlroimient, ...," primarily 

' b̂ ddiaf̂  exposure to PCBs by eat

ing fish caught in the riven 
PCBs have been found to inter

fere with reproduction among bald 
eagles, mink and some other 
species that live along the 
Kalamazoo River. A few human 
studies have foimd a weak link 
with slowed development in chil
dren exposed to PCBs and a recent 
National Cancer Institute study 
found an association between the 
level of PCBs in body tissue and a 
cancer called non-Hodgkln's lym
phoma. 

Under the EPA proposal, 
between 75,000 and 100,000 cubic 
yards of contaminated sediments 
would be excavated from the 
Bryant Mill site. The materials 
would be moved to a site on the 
property where they would be pre
vented from further leaching into 

• the oreek. The woilc. they said, 
could tie completed over a couple 
months. -, 

TOTAL P.03 




